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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because they contain what appears to be the 
Korean word for figure, instead of the English word for figure. Corrected drawing sheets 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. Figures 1-6 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art-- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
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abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Pre-Grant Publication 2002/0016818 A1 to Kirani etal. {'Kirani") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 7,007,083 B1 to Chelseyetal. ("Chelsey") in view of U.S. Pre-Grant 
Publication 2002/0023143 A1 to Stephenson etal. ("Stephenson"). 

As to claim 1, Kirani disclose(s) a messenger system for storing and 
transferring a file using an Internet messenger, the messenger system including 
a messenger server (Kirani Fig. 3, 315. A mail server is a server used for 
messaging.) and a plurality of messenger clients (Kirani Fig. 3, 300, 350. The 
message senders and receivers are connected to the server through the 
Internet.) connected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file 
with the messenger server, comprising: 
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a messenger function-performing file storage unit connected to the 
messenger server, (Kirani Fig. 3, 325, consists of the Media Storage Repository, 
the Multimedia Message Extractor 320, and the HTTP Media Delivery Server 
335) 

wherein the messenger function-performing file storage unit comprises: 
a messenger function-performing unit for receiving a file {Kirani 
attachments are first received by the mail server than received by the Media 
Storage Repository via an extractor. Fig. 5A, 501, 503.), which will be transferred 
from a user of a messenger client serving as a sender (Kirani Fig. 3 300, 
Message Sender) to a user of a messenger client {Kirani Fig. 3, 350, Recipient) 
serving as a recipient among the plurality of the messenger clients, and 
transmitting the received file to the user of the messenger client serving as the 
recipient; (Kirani Fig. 6, 601 , 602.) 

a file storage unit for storing the file received through the messenger 
function-performing unit therein; and (Kirani Fig. 3, 325, Media Storage 
Repository) 

a control unit for controlling storing (Kirani Fig. 3, 320. The Multimedia 
Message Extractor controls whether the file is placed in the storage repository.) 
the file received through the messenger function-performing unit in the file 
storage unit and transferring the file (Kirani 335, HTTP Media Delivery Server) 
stored in the file storage unit to a user of a messenger client serving as a 
recipient when the user of the messenger client serving as the recipient accepts 



Application/Control Number: 10/557,856 Page 5 

Art Unit: 4127 

the receipt of the file. (Kirani By clicking on the URL the users accepts the file by 
initiating the transfer. Fig. 6, 601, 602.) 

Kirani does not expressly disclose an Internet messenger with real-time 
chat, only email which is a non-real time form of messaging over the Internet. 

Chelsey discloses an Internet Relay Chat or IRC - a real-time chat. 

Kirani and Chelsey are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the chat aspect of Chelsey with the messaging 
system of Kirani. The suggestion/motivation would have been to use chat 
instead of email to share collaborative ideas over the Internet. (Chelsey Col. 1 , II. 
12-20, 25-29) 

Kirani also does not expressly disclose a Media Storage Repository, a 
Multimedia Message Extractor, and a HTTP Media Delivery Server as a 
messenger function-performing file storage unit. 

Stephenson discloses integrating a data store, http server, and functional 
logic into one unit. (Stephenson Fig. 1 107) 

Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the integrated aspect of Stephenson with the 
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system disclosed in Kirani and Chelsey. The suggestion/motivation would have 
been to organize related functions together. {Stephenson [0038]) 

As to claim 2, Kirani disclose(s) a messenger system for storing and 
transferring a file using an Internet messenger, the messenger system including 
a messenger server (Kirani Fig. 3, 315. A mail server is a server used for 
messaging.) and a plurality of messenger clients {Kirani Fig. 3, 300, 350. The 
message senders and receivers are connected to the server through the 
Internet.) connected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file 
with the messenger server, comprising: 

a messenger function-performing file storage unit connected to the 
messenger server, (Kirani Fig. 3, 325, consists of the Media Storage Repository, 
the Multimedia Message Extractor 320, and the HTTP Media Delivery Server 
335) 

wherein the messenger function-performing file storage unit comprises: 
a messenger function-performing unit for receiving (Kirani attachments are 
first received by the mail server than received by the Media Storage Repository 
via an extractor. Fig. 5A, 501 , 503.) a file that a user of any one of the plurality of 
the messenger clients wishes to store and transmitting the received file (Kirani 
335, HTTP Media Delivery Server) to a user of the messenger client; (Kirani Fig. 
3, 350, Recipient) 
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a file storage unit for storing the file received through the messenger 
function-performing unit therein; and (Kirani Fig. 3, 325, Media Storage 
Repository) 

a control unit for controlling (Kirani Fig. 3, 320. The Multimedia Message 
Extractor controls whether the file is placed in the storage repository.) storing the 
file received through the messenger function-performing unit in the file storage 
unit and transferring the file (Kirani 335, HTTP Media Delivery Server) stored in 
the file storage unit to a user of the messenger client through the messenger 
function-performing unit when there is a request from the user of the messenger 
client. (Kirani By clicking on the URL the users requests the file by initiating the 
transfer. Fig. 6, 601, 602.) 

Kirani does not expressly disclose an Internet messenger with real-time 
chat, only email which is a non-real time form of messaging over the Internet. 

Chelsey discloses an Internet Relay Chat or IRC. 

Kirani and Chelsey are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the chat aspect of Chelsey with the messaging 
system of Kirani. The suggestion/motivation would have been to use chat 
instead of email to share collaborative ideas over the Internet. (Chelsey Col. 1, II. 
12-20, 25-29) 
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Kirani also does not expressly disclose a Media Storage Repository, a 
Multimedia Message Extractor, and a HTTP Media Delivery Server as a 
messenger function-performing file storage unit. 

Stephenson discloses integrating a data store, http server, and functional 
logic into one unit. (Stephenson Fig. 1 107) 

Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the integrated aspect of Stephenson with the 
system disclosed in Kirani and Chelsey. The suggestion/motivation would have 
been to organize related functions together. (Stephenson [0038]) 

As to claim 3, Kirani and Chelsey further discloses a web interface for 
connecting the messenger client and the messenger function-performing file 
storage unit, whereby the user of the messenger client can receive or store the 
file that is being stored in the file storage unit using a web browser. (Kirani 
[0064]) 

Kirani and Chelsey does not expressly disclose doing so through a firewall 
between the firewall and the messenger function-performing file storage unit, 
wherein a firewall is installed between the messenger server and the messenger 
client serving as the sender or between the messenger server and the 
messenger client serving as the recipient. 
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Stephenson discloses a firewall installed between the messenger server 
and the messenger client serving as the sender {Stephenson Fig. 1 106 Firewall) 
or between the messenger server and the messenger client serving as the 
recipient. (Stephenson Fig. 1 113 Firewall) 

Kirani and Chelsey and Stephenson are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the firewall aspect of Stephenson with the 
system disclosed in Kirani and Chelsey. The suggestion/motivation would have 
been to establish communication between two computers where there exists one 
of more firewalls between them that is easy to establish and maintain without 
affecting security. (Stephenson [0003]) 

As to claim 4, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson disclose(s) a system, 
wherein the file storage unit is a storage system provided on the Internet. (Kirani 
Fig. 3 310b, 310a Internet) 

As to claim 5, Kirani and Chelsey does not expressly disclose a system, 
wherein at least one of the plurality of the messenger clients has a plug-in 
program installed, and 

the messenger function-performing file storage unit further comprises a file 
transmission/reception-executing unit that allows the messenger client having the 
plug-in program installed in and the messenger function-performing file storage 
unit to exchange a file directly through the plug-in program. 
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Stephenson discloses a primary application where a plug-in program is 
taught by a dynamic linked library (DLL). ([0009]) 

Stephenson further discloses the DLL providing the primary application 
the ability to transfer data from the server. 

Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor with respect to messaging systems. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the DLL aspect of Stephenson with the system 
disclosed in Kirani and Chelsey. The suggestion/motivation would have been to 
allow as many applications to access the functionality of DLL routines as 
required. (Stephenson [0009]) 

As to claim 6, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson disclose(s) a method for 
storing/transferring a file in/to a messenger system including a messenger 
server, (Kirani Fig. 3, 315. A mail server is a server used for messaging.) a 
plurality of transmission/reception messenger clients (Kirani Fig. 3, 300, 350. The 
message senders and receivers are connected to the server through the 
Internet.) connected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file 
with the messenger server, and a messenger function-performing file storage unit 
(Kirani Fig. 3, 325, consists of the Media Storage Repository, the Multimedia 
Message Extractor 320, and the HTTP Media Delivery Server 335) connected to 
the messenger server and having a messenger function and a file storage 
function, comprising the steps of: 
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allowing the messenger function-performing file storage unit to receive a 
file, (Kirani attachments are first received by the mail server than received by the 
Media Storage Repository via an extractor. Fig. 5A, 501, 503.) which is to be 
transferred from a user of a messenger client serving as a sender to a user of a 
messenger client serving as a recipient among the plurality of the messenger 
clients, through the messenger function and then to store {Kirani Fig. 3, 320. The 
Multimedia Message Extractor controls whether the file is placed in the storage 
repository.) the file therein through the file storage function; and 

transferring a file stored in the messenger function-performing file storage 
unit to a user of a messenger client serving as a recipient through the messenger 
function when the user of the messenger client serving as the recipient accepts 
the receipt of the file. (Kirani By clicking on the URL the users accepts the file by 
initiating the transfer. Fig. 6, 601 , 602.) 

See similar motivation and rejection to claim 1, where the method is taught 
by the system of claim 1 . 

As to claim 7, Kirani and Chelsey disclose(s) a method for 
storing/transferring a file into a messenger system including a messenger server, 
(Kirani Fig. 3, 315. A mail server is a server used for messaging.) a plurality of 
transmission/reception messenger clients (Kirani Fig. 3, 300, 350. The message 
senders and receivers are connected to the server through the Internet.) 
connected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file with the 
messenger server, and a messenger function-performing file storage unit (Kirani 
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Fig. 3, 325, consists of the Media Storage Repository, the Multimedia Message 
Extractor 320, and the HTTP Media Delivery Server 335) connected to the 
messenger server and having a messenger function and a file storage function, 
comprising the steps of: 

allowing the messenger function-performing file storage unit to receive 
(Kirani attachments are first received by the mail server than received by the 
Media Storage Repository via an extractor. Fig. 5A, 501 , 503.) a file that will be 
stored by a user of any one of the plurality of the messenger clients through the 
messenger function and then to store (Kirani Fig. 3, 320. The Multimedia 
Message Extractor controls whether the file is placed in the storage repository.) 
the file therein through the file storage function; and 

transferring a file stored in the messenger function-performing file storage 
unit to a user of a messenger client through the messenger function when there 
is a request from the user of the messenger client. {Kirani By clicking on the URL 
the users requests the file by initiating the transfer. Fig. 6, 601 , 602.) 

See similar motivation and rejection to claim 2, where the method is taught 
by the system of claim 2. 

As to claim 8, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson further disclose(s) a 
system, wherein the file storage unit is a storage system provided on the Internet. 
{Kirani Fig. 3 310b, 310a Internet) 
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As to claim 9, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson further disclose(s) a 
system, wherein the file storage unit is a storage system provided on the Internet. 
{Kirani Fig. 3 310b, 310a Internet) 

As to claim 10, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson further disclose(s) a 
system, wherein at least one of the plurality of the messenger clients has a plug- 
in program installed, and 

the messenger function-performing file storage unit further comprises a file 
transmission/reception-executing unit that allows the messenger client having the 
plug-in program installed in and the messenger function-performing file storage 
unit to exchange a file directly through the plug-in program. 

See similar motivation and rejection to claim 5. 

As to claim 11, Kirani, Chelsey and Stephenson further disclose(s) a 
system, wherein at least one of the plurality of the messenger clients has a plug- 
in program installed, and 

the messenger function-performing file storage unit further comprises a file 
transmission/reception-executing unit that allows the messenger client having the 
plug-in program installed in and the messenger function-performing file storage 
unit to exchange a file directly through the plug-in program. 

See similar motivation and rejection to claim 5. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. Patent No. 7,194,514 B1 Yen etal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN LEE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5606. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30AM-5:00PM EDT. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derrick Ferris can be reached on 571-272-3123. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IB. U 



Application/Control Number: 10/557,856 Page 15 

Art Unit: 4127 

Examiner, Art Unit 4127 
/Derrick W Ferris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4127 



